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In a global context the South American 

macroeconomy has a minor position 

USA

10 tn

Germany

2,5 tn

Japan

3,3 tn

China

2,9 tn

NAFTA

12 tn

(+2,2%)

EU27

12 tn

(+1,1%)

Asia

10 tn

(+3,9%)

SA

1,9 tn

(+2,9%)

Brazil

1.072 bn

Argentina

223 bn

Brazil as the dominating country in South America ranks globally on 9th position
Source: ZZS, IMF
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South America will remain growing above Worldôs GDP and 

faster than in the last years. Brazil will maintain its position 

as the major economic force

ÁBrazil represents roughly half of the continentôs population and 56% of total GDP

ÁWithin the region, top six countries account for 96% of total GDP

ÁDespite differences in growth rates, the economic power distribution doesnôt change 

ÁChile exhibits steady growth
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The most significant challenge in South 

Americaôs past was the macroeconomic 

volatility

GDP Growth between 1990 and 2008

1990 2008

Developing Asia 7,7% p.a. 

South America 3,3% p.a. 

Advanced Economies 2,5% p.a 

ñHaving growth rates like OECD countries and fluctuations like Asiaò
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Did you know thaté.

Â Embraer is No 3 in the world in production of 
commercial airplanes. Pentagon bought 58 
patrolling airplanes form Embraer for USD $7 
billions

Â The Frankfurt Stock Exchange works with Brazilian 
software

Â Petrobras is world leader in deep water exploration

Â Odebrecht (Brazilian company) is world leader in 
hydroelectric machinery construction

Â Germany imports Brazilian ITA VS30 rockets for 
use in experiments of micro gravity

Â South America produces more than 3 million cars 
and Brazil ranks 6th globally
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Important industries in South America are 

relevant in global markets

Relevance of South America 

in some global markets (2007)
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With recent discoveries in Venezuela and in Brazil (pre-salt), South America could represent 30% of crude oil reserves in the world. (Source: BCG)

South America has currently only 11% of total potential arable land farmed
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Industrywise Brazilian exports are highly 

diversified, but mainly based on natural 

resources

Oil/Fuel

13%

Iron Ore

11%

Steel/Metals
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Pulp & Paper
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Automotive
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