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Situation Report
Colombia Earthquake Response
Reporting Date: 11 August 2026
Overview

On 10 August 2026, Colombia was struck by a devastating magnitude 7.4 earthquake, the strongest
recorded in the country in the 21st century. The epicentre was located near San José del Palmar in Chocd
Department, with the earthquake affecting a wide area across western and central Colombia, including
Chocd, Valle del Cauca, Risaralda and Caldas. Major urban centres including Cali, Pereira, Quibdd and
Manizales experienced significant structural damage, while the earthquake was also felt across much of
the country and in neighbouring Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela.

The earthquake occurred only days after the inauguration of Colombia's new government, placing
immediate pressure on national authorities as search and rescue operations continue and the full
humanitarian impact is still being assessed. A national state of emergency has been declared to facilitate
response efforts and mobilization of national resources.

Current Situation
According to the latest official information available:

e More than 111 people have been confirmed dead, with casualty figures expected to increase as
rescue operations continue.

e Atleast 87 people have been reported injured.

e Approximately 1,600 buildings have sustained damage, including 61 buildings that have
completely collapsed.

e More than 1,575 homes have been damaged, with at least 37 homes destroyed.
e At least 18 health facilities have sustained damage, affecting continuity of medical services.

e Six regional airports have suspended commercial operations due to infrastructure inspections and
damage.

e Multiple roads and critical infrastructure have been affected, complicating access to some of the
hardest-hit communities.

e Aftershocks continue to be recorded, further complicating response operations and increasing
risks for affected populations and responders.

Damage assessments remain ongoing, particularly in remote areas of Chocé where communications and
road access continue to present operational challenges.

IOM Response
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In line with its humanitarian mandate and long-standing operational presence in Colombia, IOM activated
its internal emergency coordination mechanisms immediately following the earthquake.

As the Government of Colombia continues to assess the full extent of the emergency and identify priority
humanitarian needs, IOM teams are already deployed and working alongside national and local
authorities, UN agencies and humanitarian partners to support the ongoing response.

Current IOM actions include:
e Rapid multi-sectoral needs assessments in affected communities.
e Displacement monitoring and population movement tracking.
e Humanitarian coordination with government counterparts and UN partners.

e Protection assessments, with particular attention to vulnerable populations including internally
displaced persons, migrants, women, children, older persons and persons with disabilities.

e Emergency shelter planning and support to temporary accommodation solutions.
e Logistics coordination and operational planning to facilitate humanitarian response.
¢ Information management and situation analysis to support evidence-based decision-making.

e Preparedness planning for potential scale-up of humanitarian assistance as additional needs are
identified.

Additional technical and operational surge support is being coordinated through the IOM Regional Office
to reinforce response capacity should operational requirements expand.

Priority Humanitarian Needs
Initial assessments indicate significant humanitarian needs across the affected departments.
Priority areas currently include:
e Emergency shelter and temporary accommodation.
¢ Non-food items (NFIs), including blankets, mattresses, hygiene kits and household essentials.
e Medical supplies and emergency healthcare support.
e Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services.

e Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) for affected communities and frontline
responders.

e Protection services, including support for displaced populations and individuals with heightened
protection risks.

e Humanitarian logistics and transportation support.
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¢ Information management and displacement tracking.
e Early recovery planning for affected communities.

As rescue operations continue, additional humanitarian needs are expected to emerge over the coming
days.

Operational Outlook

Search and rescue operations remain the immediate priority across the affected areas. Damage
verification and humanitarian assessments are continuing, while national authorities work to determine
the full scale of displacement and infrastructure damage.

IOM will continue working in close coordination with the Government of Colombia, UN agencies and
humanitarian partners to support assessment efforts, strengthen humanitarian coordination and prepare
for the potential expansion of emergency assistance as needs become clearer.

Key Figures (Preliminary)

Indicator Current Status
Earthquake magnitude 7.4

Confirmed fatalities 111+
Reported injuries 87+

Buildings damaged ~1,600
Buildings collapsed 61

Homes damaged 1,575+

Homes destroyed 37

Health facilities damaged 18
Airports affected 6
Departments most affected Chocé, Valle del Cauca, Risaralda, Caldas

All figures remain preliminary and are expected to evolve as assessments continue.



